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Th
e D

ana Point H
eadlands is a coastal prom

ontory rising from
 

the Pacific O
cean, w

ith D
ana Point H

arbor to the south and 
Strand Beach to the north. Th

e com
bination of the m

ild southern 
C

alifornia clim
ate, ocean influence, unique geology,  coastal sage, 

and coastal bluff scrub plant com
m

unities creates a unique  
habitat that is hom

e to rare and endangered plants and anim
als.

Th
e D

ana Point H
eadlands C

onservation Area encom
passes  

approxim
ately 60 acres and is com

prised of:

 •  H
arbor Point C

onservation Park, w
ith a trail that overlooks the  

 
 

D
ana Point H

arbor and includes the N
ature Interpretive C

enter

 •  H
illtop C

onservation Park, south of Pacific C
oast H

ighway, pro-
 

 
viding trails w

ith scenic panoram
as of the C

ity of D
ana Point

 •  South Strand C
onservation Park, w

ith a trail w
inding dow

n  
 

 
the hillside overlooking the Strand Beach &

 Pacific O
cean

 •  D
ana Point Preserve, 29.4 acres of preserved native 

 
 

habitat ow
ned and m

anaged by the C
enter for N

atural 
 

 
Lands M

anagem
ent for the protection of rare and 

 
 

endangered species

Th
e C

enter for N
atural Lands M

anagem
ent (C

N
LM

) is a non-
profit 501(c)(3) organization that ow

ns, m
anages, or protects 

m
ore than 100 natural areas in C

alifornia and W
ashington. 

W
ithin the H

eadlands area, it ow
ns and m

anages the 29.4-acre 
D

ana Point Preserve—
an area that is hom

e to the endangered Pa-
cific pocket m

ouse and threatened coastal C
alifornia gnatcatcher. 

A generous donation by the H
arry and G

race Steele Foundation 
m

ade possible the purchase of this property and the establishm
ent 

of a m
anagem

ent endow
m

ent. C
N

LM
 appreciates tax-deductible 

donations to allow
 for better protection of the rich but sensitive 

biological assem
blage on this Preserve. 

A
t its D

ana Point Preserve, C
N

LM
: 

•  M
onitors the endangered and sensitive species 

•  M
anages the vegetation on the Preserve for the benefit  

 
of native species

•  M
onitors for threats and takes appropriate protective actions 

•  C
onducts research and collaborates w

ith other scientists to  
 

im
prove m

anagem
ent

•  W
orks w

ith the C
ity of D

ana Point to ensure that Preserve  
 

visitors have a safe and enjoyable trail experience w
hile not  

 
im

pacting the endangered species and sensitive habitat 

Tim
eline:

1542
1769

1776
1822

1824
1834

1835
1848

1864
1870s

1884
1924

1925
1926

1939
1940

1957
1993

1998
2004

2005
2010

H
eadlands 

Prom
ontory 

reference in 
ship’s log of 
Juan C

abrillo

Portola 
passes through 
C

apistrano 
V

alley

M
ission 

San Juan 
C

apistrano
founded, 
D

ana Point 
H

eadlands 
part of 
M

ission land

M
exican 

independence 
from

 Spain

Large ranchos 
founded

R
.H

. D
ana 

visits C
alifornia 

and the cliffs 
of San Juan

C
hurch 

w
as ordered 

to give up 
m

ission lands 
by M

exican 
governm

ent
including 
D

ana Point

Alta C
alifornia

becom
es U

S 
territory

President 
Lincoln 
returns 
m

ission lands 
to church.
D

ana Point 
hom

esteaded 
by U

S 
governm

ent, 
$1.25 an acre

H
ubbard 

G
off (one 

of the first 
hom

esteaders 
of Laguna 
Beach) 
purchased 
H

eadlands 
for $1.75 
per acre

Judge Egan 
gives prom

on-
tory nam

e of 
“D

ana Point” 
on U

S C
oast 

Survey

Laguna Beach 
Real Estate 
entrepreneurs, 
including 
Anna W

alters, 
buy m

uch of 
m

odern day 
D

ana Point

Anna W
alters 

builds gazebo 
and blue  
lantern 
fountain, 
nam

es streets 
for colored 
lanterns D

ana 
Point lots 
60ft x-100ft 
sold for $1,000 

Sydney 
W

oodruff 
continues 
developm

ent 
of D

ana Point

Lots in D
ana 

Point available 
at auction, 
starting at 
$25

Sherm
an 

and C
handler 

acquire m
uch 

of H
eadlands 

area

C
handler 

fam
ily opens 

Strands 
m

obile 
hom

e park

Pacific 
pocket m

ouse 
rediscovered 
on-site 
(previously 
thought to 
be extinct)

C
handler 

fam
ily sells 

H
eadlands 

area to 
H

eadlands 
Reserve LLC

C
oastal 

C
om

m
ission 

approves plans 
for H

eadlands
developm

ent

C
N

LM
 

accquires  
ow

nership 
and m

anage-
m

ent of 
D

ana Point 
Preserve

C
ity of D

ana 
Point acquires 
parks and trail 
system

C
enter for N

atural 
Lands M

anagem
ent

P
hoto: Joel W
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To date the habitat has 
 been identified to support:

•  Approxim
ately 110  

 
native plants species

– Fifteen plant species are on the  
 

C
alifornia N

ative Plant Society  
 

rare plant inventory

– Tw
o anim

al species are on the 
 

U
.S. Fish and W

ildlife Service  
 

Th
reatened and Endangered

 
 Species List

•  O
ver 175 anim

als species

Th
e plant com

m
unities at the D

ana Point H
eadlands provide exam

ples 
of native southern C

alifornia w
ilderness.  Th

e coastal sage scrub plant 
com

m
unity is som

etim
es referred to as soft chaparral because the plants 

are m
ostly low

 grow
ing, flexible, and have soft leaves.  C

oastal sage 
scrub plants are adapted to cool wet w

inters and w
arm

 dry sum
m

ers, 
thrive on the ocean influence (fog/hum

idity) and support a diverse 
num

ber of organism
s.  D

om
inant plants of this com

m
unity are the 

C
oastal Sagebrush and Flat Topped Buckw

heat.

A second plant com
m

unity found on-site is coastal bluff scrub.  Th
is 

com
m

unity is located along the unstable slopes of the cliffs, often 
found on vertical substrate and taking advantage of the rich m

arine 
influence.  D

om
inant plants of this com

m
unity are C

liff Spurge and 
C

alifornia Boxthorn.
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Dana Point Headlands  
CONSERVATION AREA AND TRAIL SYSTEM

Birds

Photo: John C. Avise

Greater Roadrunner 
(Geococcyx californianus)

Photo: John C. Avise

Osprey 
(Pandion haliaetud)

Photo: John C. Avise

Anna’s Hummingbird
(Calypte anna)

Photo: John C. Avise

Northern Mockingbird 
(Mimus polyglottos)

Photo: John C. Avise

Peregrine Falcon 
(Falco peregrinus)

Photo: John C. Avise

Bushtit 
(Psaltriparus minimus)

Photo: John C. Avise

American Kestrel 
(Falco sparverius)

Brown Pelican
(Pelecanus occidentalis)

Photo: John C. Avise

Photo: John C. Avise

Black Phoebe  
(Sayornis nigricans)

Photo: John C. Avise

Bewick’s Wren  
(Thryomanes bewickii)

Photo: John C. Avise

Red-Tailed Hawk  
(Buteo jamaicensis)

Photo: John C. Avise

California Thrasher 
(Toxostoma redivivum)

Native Plants

Rare Plants

Coastal Sagebrush  
(Artemisia californica)

California Boxthorn  
(Lycium californicum)

Toyon 
(Heteromeles arbutifolia)

Flat-Topped Buckwheat  
(Eriogonum fasciculatum)

Seaside Calandrinia  
(Calandrinia maritima)

Mexican Elderberry  
(Sambucus mexicana)

Bush Monkeyflower  
(Mimulus aurantiacus)

Cliff Spurge  
(Euphorbia misera)

Coastal Cholla  
(Cylindropuntia prolifera)

Bush Sunflower  
(Encelia californica)

Cliff Malacothrix 
(Malacothrix saxatilis)

Coastal Prickly Pear  
(Opuntia littoralis)

Bladderpod  
(Isomeris arborea)

Lemonade Berry
(Rhus integrifolia)

Wishbone Bush
(Mirabilis laevis var. crassifolia)

Coyote Bush 
(Baccharis pilularis)

Chalk Dudleya 
(Dudleya pulverulenta)

Deerweed 
(Lotus scoparius)

Lance-leaf Dudleya  
(Dudleya lanceolata)

Wild Cucumber  
(Marah macrocarpus)

Mammals

Photo: Joel Weintraub

Long-Tailed Weasel  
(Mustela frenata)

Photo: John C. Avise

Bobcat 
(Lynx rufus)

Photo: John C. Avise

Desert Cottontail  
(Sylvilagus audobonii)

Photo: John C. Avise

Coyote 
(Canis latrans)

Photo: CNLM

Grey Fox  
(Urocyn cinereoargenteus)

Photo: CNLM

Raccoon   
(Procoyn lotor)

Reptiles

Photo: Peter J. Bryant

Orange Throated Whiptail 
(Cnemidophorus hyperythrus)

Photo: Peter J. Bryant

Western Fence Lizard  
(Sceloporus occidentalis)

Photo: John C. Avise

Side Blotched Lizard  
(Uta stansburiana)

Photo: CNLM

Photo: John C. Avise

The Pacific Pocket Mouse (Perognathus  
longimembris pacificus) once thought extinct  
until rediscovery in 1993 is listed as Federally  
Endangered.  Extant wild populations of the  
Pacific Pocket Mouse are known to be at Dana 
Point and Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton.   
It is one of the smallest rodents in North America 
and is active only at night.  It eats seeds and  
stores them in its furry external cheek pouches 
(pockets).  Pocket mice burrow and hibernate 
most of the winter.   

The Coastal California Gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica  
californica) is a federally threatened songbird found only in 
coastal sage scrub vegetation from Ventura County to Baja 
California, Mexico.  Its call is similar to a kitten’s mew.  
Nesting season for this species occurs between  
February 15 – August 31.  Ten to Thirteen breeding pairs 
occur in the Headlands Conservation Area native habitat. 

Pacific
Pocket
Mouse

Coastal California Gnatcatcher

Photo: Fred RobertsPhoto: Fred Roberts

Prostrate Spineflower 
(Chorizanthe procumbens)

Photo: Fred Roberts


