






October 08, 2014 
 
Ms. Liz Claus 
Chairwoman 
Planning Commission 
City of Dana Point 
33282 Golden Lantern 
Dana Point, CA 92629 
 
RE:  SUPPORT for the South Shores Church Master Plan 
 
Dear Chairwoman Claus: 
 
I have been a resident of Dana Point for over 2 years and I wish to express my strong 
support for the South Shores Church Master Plan.  I can look out the window of my 
home and see the Church buildings.  It has been a great place for church for us & also 
an outreach to the community.  Bible Study Fellowship (BSF), a study for anyone from 
any church, meets there.  This past August, we housed a Japanese foreign exhange 
student for 3 weeks.  The Japanese girls had their English speaking classes at 
Southshores every morning, an international outreach.  
  
In my neighborhood of Ritz Pointe, there is always a house undergoing long term  
renovation as the homes have aged & it’s time to upgrade/repair.  While there is  
noise from these renovations, it’s not any different from the hillside landscapers,  
the tree trimmers or daily property landscapers.  It would seem discriminatory to 
penalize the church for their renovation when it is going on all around us! 
 
I urge you to approve this request & not allow a little to noise to interfere with 
progress. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dave & Shawna Bergsma 
15 Cortina 
Dana Point, CA 92629 
 
Cc: April O’Connor, Vice Chairwoman  

Norman Denton, Commissioner  
 Gary Newkirk, Commissioner 
 Susan Whittaker, Commissioner 
 Doug Chotkevys, City Manager 
 Ursula Luna-Reynosa, Director of Community Development 

Ms. Saima Qureshy, AICP, Senior Planner 



October 10, 2014 

Ms. Liz Claus 
Chairwoman 
Planning Commission 
City of Dana Point 
33282 Golden Lantern St. 
Dana Point, CA  92629 

RE:  Support for the South Shores Church Mater Plan 

Dear Chairwoman Claus: 

I have been resident homeowner of Dana Point for over 30 years and a member of South Shores Church 
for over 15 years.  I have seen many changes in our City over those years, most of which have been a 
benefit to the quality of life for those living or visiting our City.  I want to thank each of you on the 
current Planning Commission for your continued efforts to further improve and upgrade our fine City. 

The alternative Master Plan being submitted by South Shores Church is clearly a project that will 
enhance our community.  This project has amenities that will benefit the entire area.  These benefits 
include the removal of old, termite infested buildings, the erection of a new Community Life Center with 
a gymnasium, architectural consistency on the campus, more parking underground, special rainwater 
treatment capabilities added, and a scenic garden view point.   The Church grounds will be open to the 
public and parking is free.  The Church has made many compromises to insure that view corridors are 
optimized.  In fact, the new buildings roof elevations are not as high as the old ones, and trees will be 
trimmed down to increase our neighbor’s views.  The total campus building square footage has been 
reduced to about 71,000 from over 89,000.   

It is my understanding that the Church has done an extraordinary amount of work, over an extended 
period of time, to study the impacts of the project and listen to their neighbors.  The City staff has also 
been very diligent in its efforts to have the project comply with all of the various rules, regulations and 
concerns of the residents of the City.   It is also my understanding that no variances to any regulations 
are required by the alternative Master Plan and that there are no significant impacts reported in the 
DEIR.  I believe these facts make your decision to approve an easy one. 

It is now time to build.  Personally, I cannot see what possible rationale basis exists for not approving the 
alternative Master Plan for South Shores Church.  I strongly urge your approval and support without any 
further delay. 

Harold R. Orr  

Harold R. Orr 
34062 Blue Lantern St. 
Dana Point, CA  92629 
 



October 10, 2014 

Ms. Liz Claus 
Chairwomen 
Planning Commission 
City of Dana Point 
33282 Golden Lantern St. 
Dana Point, CA 92629 
 
RE:  Support for the South Shores Master Plan 
 
Dear Chairwomen Claus: 

This correspondence is to enthusiastically support the immediate approval of the South Shores Church 
Master Plan.  South Shores Church introduced my family to Dana Point, thirty-four years ago when our 
daughter attended pre-school there.  Subsequently we purchased a home and then rebuilt.  Although 
our home has won awards from community organizations, it could not be rebuilt under the current 
codes.  We have lived in Dana Point since 1988 and have attended South Shores since 1999.  South 
Shores is a great asset to our community; it provides meeting space for many non-church organizations.  
The goal of the building project is to provide the community with better facilities for meetings and 
activities; especially youth focused activity space which is lacking in our City. 

I have read the editorial penned by Todd V. Glen opposing the South Shores Master Plan and believe it 
distorts the truth of project impacts.  It is sad when groups gloat over an ability to prevent property 
owners from using their property is a way that complies with the Dana Point General Plan.  The South 
Shores site is designated for a community facility and the increase in population of the local community 
necessitates an increase in the size of the Church facilities.  The Church has been in operation much 
longer that most of the neighboring homes have been in existence.  I believe that their complaints about 
over expansion are without merit and disingenuous. 

South Shores Church members are from all over Southern Orange County and their attendance benefits 
the local businesses.  Many members enjoy eating at our local restaurants after services and events.  
The Church is supportive of the community and the community should not interfere with the Church.  I 
realize that there are some people who will oppose all changes and create delay and extra costs to the 
projects.  It is imperative that the City take a stand against unreasonable obstructionists and not delay 
the Church any longer in its efforts to replace obsolete buildings.  Justice delayed is justice denied. 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration. 

Mary Boughen Orr 
Mary Boughen Orr 
34062 Blue Lantern St. 
Dana Point, CA  92629 



 


